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Migration of a vascular coil from the common bile duct secondary
to vasculobiliary injury after cholecystectomy
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A 61-year-old woman had cholangitis secondary to two
cholelithiases [one in the common bile duct (CBD)
and one in the cystic duct (Mirizzi syndrome)], which
was treated by antibiotics. The patient subsequently
underwent a shincterotomy with endoscopic retrograde
cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) and, finally, a
cholecystectomy by coelioscopy. The postoperative course
was marked by biliary leakage. She was transferred to our
hospital due to haemorrhagic shock and abdominal pain.

An abdominal computed tomography (CT) showed a large
subhepatic haematoma with active bleeding of the right
hepatic artery. Embolisation of the right hepatic artery and an
explorative laparotomy were performed. Magnetic resonance
imaging of the liver and ERCP confirmed injury to the CBD,
in which a covered biliary stent was placed. After 3 months,
abdominal CT showed migration of the coil in the CBD.
An ERCP was performed to extract the biliary stent and
confirmed the migration of this vascular coil (Figure I).

Figure 1 Radiography and CT scan showing migrated vascular coils into the common bile duct before biliary stent removal (A,B).

Cholangiogram and endoscopy showing migrated vascular coils into the common bile duct after biliary stent removal (C,D).
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