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Embroidering the microscopic world
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I have always found an interesting correlation between
working in fibers and the microscopic world. When
working with fibers, much of the same terminology is used
as with the body, such as capillaries and veins. Olfactory
Receptors, Figure 1, was hand embroidered on linen with silk,
cotton, linen, and wool threads. When looking at images
from under the microscope, I am amazed by the complexity
and beauty of the unseen world. I embroidered images of
Ebola, Figure 2, and H5N1, Figure 3, exploring the beauty
of these terrible viruses. Embroidered, these viruses become
objects of beauty, their destruction and danger to the body
hidden. Only through closer inspection of the image does
the image reveal itself. Through stitching, these works bring
the unseen microscopic world to sight, exploring fiber’s
relationship to the body and ornamenting the deleterious.
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Figure 1 Olfactory receprors with detail, Linen, cotton, silk, wool, 8x10% inches, 2009
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Figure 2 Ebola, Linen, cotton, gouache, 6-inch hoop, 2009 Figure 3 HSN1, Linen, cotton, silk, gouache, 6-inch hoop, 2009
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