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Effects of tetrandrine on ovum transport in rabbit oviduct

LI Yong-Qing, XU Yuan-Xiu

(Department of Pharmacology, Xi-an Medical University, Xi-an 710033)

ABSTRACT On isolated oviductal isthmus
of rabbits, tetrandrine (1-3 pmol/L) inhi-
bited the spontaneous contraction and the
contraction caused by phenylephrine. The
pD! values of tetrandrine, measured on the
oviduct of the rabbits pretreated with estra-
diol or megestrol, were 4.19 and 4.74.
respectively. Tetrandrine 5 mg/kg iv sup-
pressed the increasing intraluminal pressure

in situ induced by phenylephrine (0.2 pg/kg).
At 48 h after ovulation, tetrandrine delayed
the ovum transport through the oviduct and
suppressed the activity of ova accelerated by
estradiol cyclopentylpropionate (25ug).

KEY WORDS tetrandrine: calcium channel
blocker: phenylephrine; estradiol: megestrol:
Qviduct; uterus; ovum transport



