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Expert introduction

Being more than 19 years head of the Eye Clinic, Charité-
Campus Benjamin Franklin, Prof. Dr. Michael Foerster 
(Figure 1) is a leading expert in the field of eye tumors in the 
ocular fundus. These tumors are the result of an extremely 
malicious disease, which not only menace the ability to 
see, but also but a patient in mortal danger. Patients with 
eye tumors are being treated with proton beams since June 
1998 by the Universitätsklinikum Benjamin Franklin of the 
Freie Universität Berlin (now: Charité, Universitätsmedizin 
Berlin, Campus Benjamin Franklin) together with the 
Hahn-Meitner-Institut (now: Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin 
für Materialien und Energie) in Berlin.

Editor’s note

The editor would like to express appreciation to Professor 
Michael H. Foerster at Campus Benjamin Franklin for 
bringing us with such an excellent interview. In this 
interview, Professor Foerster mainly shared his opinions 
about the current clinical situation and the options for 
treatment of intraocular tumors.

When mentioned the most impressive advance in the 
treatment of intraocular tumors in these two decades, 
Professor Foerster said: “Concerning retinoblastoma, 
we have changed in methods and performed intravitreal 
therapy which was forbidden 50 years ago. It has changed 
completely by applying intravitreal therapy. We can 
nowadays treat almost all eye tumors and even the tumors 
which until now have been treated with removing the eye.”

Besides, Professor Foerster shared with us the reason he 
chose to become an ophthalmologist. “I didn’t want to be 
an ophthalmologist at the very beginning. I wanted to be a 
country doctor when I was in medical school. Then I came 
across some nice people who brought me to ophthalmology. 
So, it’s basically from one generation to the next generation. 
You have persons who transform their knowledge of 

discipline and that’s why I am trying to convince lots of 
young doctors to become ophthalmologists today.” For 
more detail of the interview, please refer to the following 
video (Figure 2).

Interview questions

(I) Could you briefly introduce yourself and your 
research interest?

(II) What are the risk factors that causing intraocular 
tumors to human?

(III) What do you think are the most impressive advance 
in the treatment of intraocular tumors in these two 
decades?

(IV) How is current clinical situation of the treatment for 
intraocular tumors?
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Figure 1 Michael H. Foerster, Department of Ophthalmology, 
Charité Universitätsmedizin Berlin, Campus Benjamin Franklin, 
Berlin, Germany.
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(V) Would you like to share the latest exploration in the 
area of intraocular tumors in your lab?

(VI) What has made you become an ophthalmologist?
(VII) What i s  the biggest  di f ference between an 

ophthalmologist and doctors in other field in 
medicine?
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Figure 2 Professor Michael H. Foerster: update of the option for 
treatment of intraocular tumors (1).
Available online: http://www.asvide.com/articles/1636 

Video 1 Professor Michael H. Foerster: 
update of the option for treatment of 

intraocular tumors
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