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Introduction of Dr. Jeremy D. Richmon

Associate Professor, Division of Head and Neck Surgery, 
Director of Head and Neck Robotic Surgery, Department 
of Otolaryngology, Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, 
Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA, USA.

Dr. Jeremy D. Richmon (Figure 1) is a fellowship-trained 
head and neck surgeon who specializes in head and neck 
cancer and microvascular reconstruction. A 2001 graduate 
of the School of Medicine, University of Rochester, Dr. 
Richmon completed his residency in otolaryngology at 
the University of California, San Diego, in 2007, and a 
clinical fellowship in head/neck oncology, microvascular 
reconstruction, and skull base surgery at Mass. Eye and 
Ear/Harvard Medical School in 2008. He joined the faculty 
at Johns Hopkins in 2008 and served as the Director of the 
Head and Neck Surgery Robotic Program until joining the 
Mass. Eye and Ear Head and Neck Division as a Clinical 
Associate and the Harvard Medical School faculty in 2016.

Dr. Richmon has become a pioneer in minimally-invasive 
robotic techniques in the head and neck. He was the first 
surgeon to perform transoral robotic surgery at Johns 
Hopkins in 2009 and developed a robust head and neck 
robotic surgery program of international renown. He has 
collaborated with engineers and computer scientists to bring 
the next generation of robotics into the clinical realm and 
began the robotic thyroid surgery (RTS)program at Johns 
Hopkins. Dr. Richmon was also the first surgeon in the 
United States to perform transoral robotic thyroidectomy 
in 2016, a technique he helped develop.

Throughout his career, Dr. Richmon has actively 
participated in resident and fellow education and has been 
responsible for the development of residency training 
curriculums specific to head and neck robotic surgery. 
He sits on the editorial advisory board for Gland Surgery 
as well as various national head and neck oncology and 
reconstructive committees. He has been an invited speaker 
at national and international meetings and has published 

more than 100 peer-reviewed papers.
Dr. Richmon’s clinical interests include head and neck 

cancer, skull base surgery, robotic surgery, and microvascular 
reconstruction of the head and neck. His research interests 
include microvascular reconstructive techniques of head 
and neck defects, robotic surgery, and minimally invasive 
approaches to head and neck problems.

Editor’s note

Quite many controversies have been raised regarding the 
trends in RTS, especially in the United States. While 
the trends in surgery is towards more minimally invasive 
approaches, this remains a contentious issue with remote-
access thyroid surgery which may be more invasive but have 
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Figure 1 Doctor Jeremy D. Richmon.
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the advantage of avoiding a visible neck scar. 
Let’s take a close look at the pioneer of RTS, Jeremy 

D. Richmon, from Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, 
Harvard Medical School, who has just successfully 
performed first transoral thyroid surgery in Boston. 

To demystify RTS, we have a brief interview with Dr. 
Jeremy D. Richmon (Figure 2) (1). 

Interview questions

 Could you please share with us the first transoral thyroid 
surgery in Boston as you performed on May 2nd? 

 What do you think will be the future of the transoral 
thyroid surgery technique?

 As a pioneer in robotic techniques in the head and neck, 
could you tell us where is your inspiration come from at 
the very first beginning?

 You have been chairing the Head and Neck Surgery 
Robotic Program for almost 9 years, could you share 
about your experience of the program? 

 With you fine contribution, the special issue “Robotic 
Thyroid Surgery” will be officially published soon in 
Gland Surgery. What can our readers expect from the 
special issue? 
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Figure 2 Doctor Jeremy D. Richmon: keep an open mind on 
robotic thyroid surgery (1). 
Available online: http://www.asvide.com/articles/1638

Video 1. Doctor Jeremy D. Richmon: keep 
an open mind on robotic thyroid surgery
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