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Gallbladder carcinosarcoma and sarcomatoid carcinoma:
A clinicopathologic analysis of two cases

REN Yamin, HU Huimin
(Department of Pathology, Suzhou Xiangcheng People’s Hospital, Suzhou Jiangsu 215131, China)

Abstract The clinical characteristics and the microscopic and immunohistochemical characteristics of two cases with
gallbladder carcinosarcoma and sarcomatoid carcinoma were analyzed with a follow-up period. Related
literature was reviewed. Two cases were found with abdominal discomfort. Microscopically, gallbladder
carcinosarcoma and sarcomatoid carcinoma all showed neoplasm of carcinoma and sarcoma simultaneously
coexisted, but no transitional areas were detected between carcinoma and sarcoma of gallbladder carcinosarcoma,
its immunohistochemical markers with spindle cell morphology were mesenchymal positivity. Sarcomatoid
carcinoma showed that between carcinoma and sarcoma existed transitional areas and its immunohistochemical
markers of sarcoma with spindle cell morphology were epithelial and mesenchymal positivity. Gallbladder
carcinosarcoma and sarcomatoid carcinoma both are rare tumors with high malignant neoplasm, which could be
firmly diagnosed by sufficient sections and immunohistochemistry (IHC), also needed to be discriminated from
each other and others similar diseases.
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Figure 1 B ultrasound and CT images of two cases.
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(A) Case 1: B ultrasound showed the gallbladder volume increased and abnormal echo; (B) Case 2: B ultrasound showed increased volume

and neoplasm of gallbladder; (C) Case 2: CT showed liver masses and solid lesions of gallbladder.
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Figure 2 The tissue of case 1 (HE, x 100)
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(A) Adenocarcinoma; (B) Squamous carcinoma; (C) Chondrosarcoma; (D) Undifferentiated sarcoma.
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Figure 3 The IHC of case 1 ( x 100)
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(A) Adenocarcinoma expressed CK19; (B) Squamous carcinoma expressed P63; (C) Undifferentiated sarcoma expressed Vim;

(D) Chondrosarcoma expressed S-100.
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Figure 4 The tissue and IHC of case 2
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(A) Sarcomatoid area (HE, x 100); (B) Adenocarcinoma (HE, x 100); (C) Adenocarcinoma and sarcomatoid area with CK positive

expression (IHC, x 100); (D) Sarcomatoid area with Vim positive expression (IHC, x 100).
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