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Research progress of vasculogenic mimicry in breast cancer
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Abstract Vasculogenic mimicry (VM) is one of the pathways in tumor angiogenesis, which differences from classical
pathways. It is connected by cancer cell themselves, not by endothelial cells. VM offers blood and nutrition to
the process of tumor progress, and relates to the patients’ prognosis. Recently, this new tumor microcirculation
method has received extensive attention. This review aimed to summarize the research progress of the occurrence
in breast cancer and breast cancer stem cells with VM and the anti-VM treatment researches. Meanwhile we also
discussed the significance of VM to be as a target of breast cancer treatments and the research orientation of it in
the future.
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