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Management of pleural diseases in the 21 century

Pleural pathologies have long remained diseases managed by thoracic surgeons. However, advances in modern technology
and the development of new medical subspecialties have changed the contemporary landscape of these diseases. The last
decade has seen a rise in trials demonstrating efficacy of non-operative management of parapneumonic empyema, despite
guidelines recommending a surgery first approach. The benefits of radical therapies for mesothelioma have also come back
into question. There is conflicting literature regarding initial management of primary spontaneous pneumothoraces with
some literature advocating for observation and others recommending surgery on first presentation. This series will tackle
some of these controversies and provide input from experts in the fields of benign and malignant pleural pathologies. This
series will offer an update to readers on common pleural pathologies encountered by thoracic surgeons and what modern day
management could entail.
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