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Background: Malaria continues to be one of the leading 
causes of morbidity and mortality in Sub-Saharan Africa 
despite years of preventative efforts. While over 80% of 
Ugandans have access to mosquito nets, Uganda is one of 
six countries that account for over half of global malaria 
cases (World Health Organization, 2019. World malaria 
report 2019. World Health Organization. https://apps.
who.int/iris/handle/10665/330011. License: CC BY-NC-
SA 3.0 IGO). Pregnant women are particularly vulnerable 
to malaria, due to increased susceptibility and reduced 
treatment options, making them a population of interest. 
This survey of 512 households assessed the efficacy and 
usage of tools commonly used in malaria prevention, 
namely mosquito nets and insecticides.
Methods:  In collaboration with the Peace Corps, 
community member volunteers aged 18–22, trained by Ray 
United Foundation Corp workers, distributed PC-provided 
mosquito nets and conducted surveys following receipt of 
consent from the heads of each household. Analysis was 
conducted in Qualtrics.
Results: Of 512 households, 154 males and 179 females, 
333/512 (65.03%) households, reported having malaria in 
the past six months; 187/330 (56.66%) used insecticides  
2–3 times per year. Of 508 households, 475 (93.2%) 
reported it was extremely difficult to access insecticides 
430/510 (84.32%) said they knew how to properly hang and 

use a mosquito net, and 311/475 (65.47%) had malaria in 
the past six months. Of 511 households, 71 had a pregnant 
woman (13.89%) and 54/71 (76.05%) reported having 
malaria. 
Conclusions: The majority of the households that had 
reported having malaria in the past six months also had 
access to mosquito nets, suggesting that net access alone 
isn’t sufficient for malaria reduction. Insecticide access is 
another challenge, for reasons such as availability and high 
cost. Persistently high infection rates, particularly among 
pregnant women, suggest that new strategies are needed to 
reduce the burden of malaria in Uganda. 
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