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You published an article titled “Assessing observer variability: 
a user’s guide” by Popović & Thomas (1). In summary 
this article was organized into two parts. The first one 
where the authors discussed several statistical methods 
to assess observer variability and then elegantly stressed 
the importance of standard error of measurements and its 
impact in clinical practice. The second part consisted in a 
supplementary whose importance is not less than that of 
the paper main body. It gave a detailed and step by step 
examples to implement the calculation of standard error of 
measurements. However, under the subheading “Comparing 
two SEMs”, the authors used the Eq. [1]: 
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The subtraction product in the denominator can be 
negative and so its square root is impossible mathematically 
since it concerns the set of real numbers.

The authors also cited the paper of Mitchell et al. (2) 
but this latter used the Eq. [2] where the dominator is the 
square root of the sum of two positive numbers.
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Even after checking for the given examples, it is clear the 
wrong formulae was also implemented in the calculations.

Since the essence of this paper is to be a user’s guide, this 
error should be corrected because it could lead readers to 
false conclusions.
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