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Background: The incidence of lateral pelvic sidewall 
involvement in magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) imaging 
of rectal cancer is estimated to be 12%. Lateral pelvic 
lymph nodes are associated with local recurrence and poor 
overall survival. This video presentation discusses the 
relevant literature and displays the surgical approach to 
selective lateral pelvic lymph node dissection.
Methods: A 66-year-old lady presented with altered bowel 
habit and bleeding per rectum. Endoscopy revealed a biopsy 
proven moderately differentiated adenocarcinoma of the low 
rectum. MRI staging revealed a 2 cm lateral pelvic lymph 
node. A laparoscopic anterior resection was performed 
followed by a lateral pelvic lymph node dissection through a 
robotic approach.
Results: The patient recovered well and was discharged 
without complication.  Her surgical pathology was discussed 
at a subsequent  multidisciplinary meeting.
Conclusions: Lateral pelvic lymph node dissection reduces 
locoregional recurrence and is selectively an important 

strategy in the management of rectal cancers with pelvic 
sidewall involvement. 
Keywords: Rectal cancer; pelvic lymph node; robotic surgery; 
pelvic sidewall; selective lateral pelvic lymph node dissection

Acknowledgments

Funding: None.

Footnote

Conflicts of Interest: The authors have no conflicts of interest 
to declare.

Ethical Statement: The authors are accountable for all 
aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related 
to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are 
appropriately investigated and resolved.

Open Access Statement: This is an Open Access article 
distributed in accordance with the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 International 
License (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0), which permits the non-
commercial replication and distribution of the article with 
the strict proviso that no changes or edits are made and the 
original work is properly cited (including links to both the 
formal publication through the relevant DOI and the license). 
See: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/.

doi: 10.21037/map-23-ab008
Cite this abstract as: McLoughlin M, Flood M, Naqeeb J, 
Giri S, Condon E. AB008. SOH23ABS_105. Selective lateral 
pelvic lymph node dissection in rectal cancer: when & why? 
Mesentery Peritoneum 2023;7:AB008.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.21037/map-23-ab008

