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Background: It has been noted that with increasing use 
of modern anaesthetic machines, the awareness of the 
importance of checking the anaesthetic machine before 
each operating session and each case has been reduced. 
This is an important safety issue as outlined in the 2012 
The Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and 
Ireland (AAGBI) machine check guidelines. This survey 
was designed as a quality improvement project to highlight 
gaps in the knowledge of non-consultant hospital doctors 
(NCHDs) administering anaesthetics. Results of this survey 
will clarify the need for further education and re-training of 
anaesthesiology NCHD’s in University Hospital Limerick 
(UHL).
Methods: An anonymous survey was sent to current 
anaesthesiology NCHD’s administering anaesthetics 
to patients in UHL between October 20th 2022 and 
November 20th 2022 via “Survey Monkey”. 
Results: A total of 18 of 35 potential respondents 
completed the survey. Only 77.78% of respondents 
reported checking anaesthetic equipment at the start of 
each operating session and just 22.22% reported checking 
equipment between each operating case. Additionally; 40% 
of respondents were not aware of the need to perform these 
checks, 46.67% felt that there was a lack of time between 

cases to complete checks and 33.33% felt that these checks 
are unnecessary. Finally, 50% of respondents felt that 
further education sessions regarding AAGBI machine check 
guidelines would be beneficial.
Conclusions: Adherence to AAGBI machine check 
guidelines is low among NCHDs conducting anaesthetics in 
UHL. An education session will be conducted with the aim 
of improving awareness and knowledge of these guidelines 
and participants will subsequently be re-surveyed to assess 
for change. 
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