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C
ategory 

Item
R

eported on P
age 

N
um

ber/Line 
N

um
ber

R
eported on  

S
ection/P

aragraph

Title and abstract 

Is the design of the study stated in the title and/or abstract?

Introduction 

a) Is there an explanation of w
hy the research is necessary, placing the study in context of previous w

ork in relevant fields?

b) Is the purpose or aim
 of the paper explained?

M
ethods

R
esearch tool 

a) Is the questionnaire described?

b) If an existing tool w
as used, are its psychom

etric properties presented?

c) If an existing tool w
as used, are references to the original w

ork provided?

d) If a new
 tool w

as used, are the procedures used to develop and pre-test provided?

e) If a new
 tool w

as used, have its reliability and validity been reported?

f) Is a description of the scoring procedures provided?

S
am

ple selection 
a) Is there a description of the survey population and the sam

ple fram
e used to identify this population?

b) D
o the authors provide a description of how

 representative the sam
ple is of the underlying population?

c) Is a sam
ple size calculation or rationale/justification for the sam

ple size presented?

S
urvey 

adm
inistration

a) M
ode of adm

inistration?

b) D
o the authors provide inform

ation on the type of contact and how
 m

any attem
pts w

ere m
ade to contact subjects (i.e., 

prenotification by letter or telephone, rem
inder postcard, duplicate questionnaire w

ith rem
inder)?

c) D
o the authors report w

hether incentives w
ere provided (financial or other)?

d) Is there a description of w
ho approached potential participants (e.g., identification of w

ho signed the covering letter)?

Q
uality assessm

ent criteria for survey research reports

A
bstract, paragraph 2 

page 5, line 10-20
Introduction/  2&

3

page 5, line 21-22
introduction/ 3

page 19-22, Table 1
Table 1 

N
/A

N
/A

N
/A

N
/A

N
/A

N
/A

N
/A

N
/A

page 19-22, Table 1
Table 1 

page 6, line 3-5
m
ethods/1

page 6, line 3-5
m
ethods/1

N
/A

N
/A

page 6, line 10-11
m

ethods/ 1&
2

page 6, line 10-11

N
/A

N
/A

m
ethods/ 2 

N
/A

N
/A

page 3, line 10



2-2

A
nalysis

a) Is the m
ethod of data analysis described?

b) D
o the authors provide m

ethods for analysis of nonresponse error?

c) Is the m
ethod for calculating response rate provided?

d) A
re definitions provided for com

plete versus partial com
pletions?

e) A
re the m

ethods for handling item
 m

issing data provided?

R
esults

a) Is the response rate reported?

b) A
re all respondents accounted for?

c) Is inform
ation given on how

 nonrespondents differ from
 respondents?

d) A
re the results clearly presented?

e) D
o the results address the objective(s)?

D
iscussion

a) A
re the results sum

m
arized w

ith reference to the study objectives?

b) A
re the strengths of the study stated?

c) A
re the lim

itations of the study (taking into account potential sources of bias or im
precision) stated?

d) Is there explicit discussion of the generalizability (external validity) of the results?

E
thical quality indicators

a) S
tudy funding reported?

b) R
esearch Ethics B

oard (R
EB

) review
 reported?

c) R
eporting of subject consent procedures?

U
pdated on A

pril 13, 2020

N
/A

N
/A

page 7, line 4-5
results/ 1 

page 7- line 4-5
results/1

N
/A

N
/A

 page 7-9, all lines

 page 7-9, all lines 

results, paragraph 2-10

results, paragraph 2-10

page 10, line 3-16

page 10-13

discussion/1

discussion, paragraph 2-8

page 13, line 18-24

page 11-12

discussion, paragraph 9 

discussion, paragraph 5-6

N
/A

N
/A

N
/A

N
/A

m
ethods, line 11-14

m
ethods, paragraph 2

page 6, line 18-22

N
/A

page 6, line 18-22

N
/A

m
ethods/ 3

N
/A

m
ethods/ 3 

N
/A

Please leave this space alone as it w
ill be supplem

ented by the editorial office w
hen needed.

A
rticle inform

ation: https://dx.doi.org/10.21037/aot-22-8
*A

s the checklist w
as provided upon initial subm

ission, the page num
ber/line num

ber reported m
ay be changed due to copyediting and m

ay not be referable in the 
published version. In this case, the section/paragraph m

ay be used as an alternative reference.


