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[ Abstract]  Objective To investigate role of thymic T follicular helper (Tth) cells in the immunopathogenesis
of myasthenia gravis (MG) patients with thymoma. Methods The percentage of Tth cells were detected in 30
MG patients with thymoma (MG group), 20 non-MG patients with thymoma (NMG group) and 10 individuals
ICOS, PD-1 and Bcl-6 were analyzed by
immunofluorescence, immunohistochemical staining, and Western blotting. Results Compared with the NMG

ICOS, PD-1 and Bcl-6 protein were

with atrophic thymus (control group). The marker protein CXCR-S,

group and the control group, the Tth cells and the expression of CXCR-3,
increased,
CXCR-s,
no significant difference in the expression of PD-1 and Bcl-6 between the NMG group and the control group (P>>0.05).

the differences were statistically significant (P<<0.05). The percentage of Tth cells and the expression of
ICOS in the NMG group were significantly higher than those in the control group (£<<0.05); there was

Conclusion Tth cells in the peritumoral thymus of the MG patients with thymoma may involve in the generation
and development of MG via enhancing immune activity. Inhibiting the immune function of Tth cells may provide a
new strategy approaching for the treatment of MG.
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