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This manuscript by Sugarbaker pulls together the clinical
data regarding intraperitoneal paclitaxel in a number of
different diseases that manifest peritoneal metastases (1).
The results of treatment are often positive even though
the disease process is not specifically associated with a
chemotherapy response to paclitaxel. The author suggests
that the unusually favorable pharmacology of this drug
accounts for its efficacy when used over time. As a cell-cycle
specific drug, it greatly benefits from prolonged exposure
times and/or repetitive IP applications (EPIC, NIPEC).
Perhaps this is the only drug where “peel the onion” is a
meaningful analogy for treatment of peritoneal nodules.
Yes, nodules seem to respond, not only microscopic
disease, as is the target for HIPEC and EPIC. Whether
the NIPEC paclitaxel should be combined with systemic
drugs, for example cisplatin, needs to be determined in the
specific disease state being investigated. Finally, it should be
mentioned that long-term intraperitoneal paclitaxel is well
tolerated and few port problems are associated with the use
of this drug. NIPEC paclitaxel is associated with benefit and
needs to be fully explored.
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