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Background: Bevacizumab, a recombinant humanized monoclonal antibody against vascular endothelial 
growth factor (VEGF), is effective for the treatment of advanced non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC). 
However, severe adverse events (AEs) have been reported in NSCLC patients treated with bevacizumab. 
Currently, the contribution of Bevacizumab to thromboembolism is still controversial. We conducted a study 
to determine the overall risk and incidence of thromboembolism with bevacizumab in NSCLC patients.
Methods: Electronic databases such as the PubMed, Web of Science and Cochrane Library were searched 
for related trials. Statistical analyses were conducted to calculate the overall incidence rates, odds ratios (ORs), 
and 95% confidence intervals (CIs) by using either random-effect or fixed-effect models depending on the 
heterogeneity. We also used trial sequence analysis (TSA) to verify the pooled result.
Results: A total of 3,555 subjects from nine studies were included. The overall incidence of 
thromboembolism events in NSCLC patients treated with bevacizumab was 4.8% (95% CI: 1.9–7.7%). 
Without bevacizumab, this incidence was 2.9% (95% CI: 0.6–5.1%). Bevacizumab use was associated 
with a significantly increased risk in thromboembolism events (OR =1.74; 95% CI: 1.15–2.62; P=0.008). 
Subgroup analysis based on the doses showed that bevacizumab administered at 15 mg/kg (OR =1.81; 95% 
CI: 1.14–2.86; P=0.012), but not 7.5 mg/kg (OR =1.32; 95% CI: 0.78–2.24; P=0.296), increased the risk of 
thromboembolism.
Conclusions: Bevacizumab is associated with a significantly increased risk of thromboembolism 
development in NSCLC patients. It may have dose-toxicity relationship and low dose of bevacizumab may 
be a better choice for NSCLC patients, with equal efficacy and low hazard of thromboembolism events.
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Introduction 

Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer-related death 
worldwide (1). Patients with non-small cell lung cancer 
(NSCLC), which accounts for 85% of all lung cancer cases, 
often present with advanced disease at initial diagnosis (2). 
Platinum-based doublet chemotherapy has constituted the 
first-line treatment for advanced NSCLC patients with 
good performance status, however, only less than 40% 
of patients showed significant tumor size reduction (3,4). 
The standard cytotoxic chemotherapy confers limited 
efficacy, so there is a need for exploring novel therapeutic 
approaches. Angiogenesis, a prerequisite for proliferation 
and metastasis of cancer cells, results from the interactions 
between the tumor and its growing environment including 
the vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) (5). 
Through binding with VEGF ligand or receptor (VEGFR), 
the anti-VEGF antibody can inhibit the tumor-induced 
angiogenesis and tumor growth, without compromising 
the function of normal tissue vasculature. Both VEGF 
ligand and receptor are promising targets for anticancer 
therapy with anti-angiogenic activity (6). Bevacizumab, a 
recombinant humanized monoclonal antibody that binds to 
VEGF, is the first effective angiogenesis inhibitor for solid 
tumors (7). Several clinical trials have proved the clinical 
benefits in patients with advanced NSCLC (5). The phase 
III randomized trial (ECOG4599) showed that addition of 
bevacizumab to a standard platinum-based chemotherapy 
regimen improved overall survival (OS) and prolonged 
progression-free survival (PFS) in patients with advanced 
non-squamous NSCLC (8).

Overall, bevacizumab has been well tolerated, with most 
adverse events (AEs) being rated as mild to moderate and 
are manageable with proper interventions (2,9). However, 
severe toxicities (including hypertension, proteinuria, 
bleeding events, and neutropenia) have been reported in 
NSCLC patients treated with bevacizumab in combination 
with chemotherapy, (8,10-12). Thromboembolism is also 
related to the extensive use of bevacizumab. In a meta-
analysis, thromboembolism was associated with increased 
incidence of thrombosis, and compared with non-Asian 
patients, Asian populations had a higher incidence of 
developing mild or moderate thromboembolism rather 
than severe thromboembolism (13). However, in two other 
meta-analyses, no significant differences were found for 
thromboembolic events with the addition of bevacizumab 
therapy in patients with advanced NSCLC (14,15). The 
specific role of bevacizumab in the development of severe 

AEs in patients with NSCLC remains controversial. 
Moreover, severe thromboembolism events, (such as 
pulmonary embolism) can be life-threatening. Therefore, 
clinicians should be fully aware of screening for severe AEs 
associated with bevacizumab therapy. An analysis on the 
risk of thromboembolism in patients receiving bevacizumab 
treatment may offer additional insights into the relevant risk 
factors, proper monitoring, implementation of management 
strategies, and selection of the standard anti-cancer 
medications. Therefore, we conducted a meta-analysis of 
randomized controlled trials (RCTs) to investigate the risk 
of thromboembolism with add-on bevacizumab therapy 
among patients with advanced NSCLC.

Methods

Search strategy and study selection

We searched articles from electronic databases including 
Cochrane Central  Register  of  Control led Tria ls 
(CENTRAL), PubMed (up to June 2017), Web of Science 
(up to June 2017), and Google Scholar with search terms 
“bevacizumab”, “avastin”, “lung cancer”, “lung carcinoma”, 
“NSCLC”, and “randomized controlled trial”. Additionally, 
we searched for relevant abstracts and virtual meeting 
presentations from the American Society of Clinical 
Oncology (http://www.asco.org/ASCO) published up to 
2017. If studies had partly overlapped patients, only the 
most original or complete study was selected. For clinical 
trials with missing data, we searched the clinical trial-
registration website (ClinicalTrials.gov) to obtain relative 
information.

Clinical trials that satisfy the following criteria were 
eligible for the present meta-analysis: (I) prospective phase 
II or III randomized controlled trials (RCTs); (II) patients 
with advanced NSCLC; (III) patients without a history 
of cardiovascular disease, anticoagulation therapy and 
antiplatelet therapy; (IV) participants assigned to treatment 
with or without bevacizumab (7.5 mg/kg and/or 15 mg/kg) 
in addition to concurrent therapy using a chemotherapeutic 
or biological agent; and (V) available data regarding adverse 
effects with concrete sample size of thromboembolism 
events including arterial or venous thromboembolic events, 
and pulmonary embolism.

Data extraction

All data were independently extracted by two investigators 
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(LJ Li and DF Chen). Disagreements were resolved by 
discussion between the two reviewers and in case no 
consensus was made an independent expert was further 
consulted. For each study, the following information was 
extracted: first author, year of publication, number of the 
patients in treatment and control groups, treatment arms, 
the number of thrombosis events in both groups and the 
dosage of bevacizumab.

Statistical analysis

To calculate the odds ratio (OR), we only compared the 
patients who received bevacizumab with those in the 
control arm within the same trial. For four studies which 
reported no events in treatment or control arm, we used 
the classic half-integer correction to calculate OR and 
variance (16). The Cochran’s χ2 test and I2 was used to 
examine the heterogeneity among the effect estimates, with 
P<0.05 or I2>50% was considered statistically significant 
for the heterogeneity. Fixed-effects model was used in case 
of no significant heterogeneity. P<0.05 denoted statistical 
significance for two-sided tests. Potential publication bias 
was evaluated for thrombotic events by using Egger’s test. 
All statistical analyses were conducted with STATA (Version 
12.0). Trial sequence analysis (TSA) was conducted to 
primary outcome by TSA software, version 0.9.5.5 beta; 
Copenhagen Trial Unit.

Risk of bias assessment

Two authors (LJ Li and DF Chen) independently 
evaluated the risk of bias of included RCTs according 
to the recommendations of the Cochrane Handbook for 
Systematic Reviews of Interventions (17). The assessment 
criteria included the following seven domains: random 
sequence generation, allocation sequence concealment, 
blinding of participants and personnel, blinding of 
outcome assessment, incomplete outcome data, selective 
outcome reporting, and other biases. All domains were 
evaluated as “low,” “high,” or “unclear” according to 
the Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of 
Interventions (version 5.3.0) (17) and the risks of bias 
were drawn by the Review Manager 5.3.0 software (The 
Nordic Cochrane Centre, The Cochrane Collaboration, 
Copenhagen, Denmark).

Results

Study characteristics

Nine case-control studies (8,11,18-24) including 3,555 
patients (1,983 cases and 1,572 controls) met the inclusion 
criteria. The process of data extraction was shown in  
Figure 1. Table 1 demonstrates the studies identified and the 
baseline characteristics. The sample sizes of the nine studies 
ranged from 72 to 867. All studies focused on patients with 

9 RCTs were included in meta-analysis

1,333 studies were identified through database

253 articles for detailed evaluation searching

1,080 articles were excluded: 

duplicates; review articles; 

meta-analyses; case report; letter;

244 articles were excluded: study population with no 

diagnosis of non-small-cell lung cancer; single-armed 

studies; nonrandomized studies; Phase I trials; unclear 

number of thromboembolism that occurred

Figure 1 Flowchart demonstrating the study-selection process. RCTs, randomized controlled trials.
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NSCLC, under critical histologic diagnosis. Bevacizumab 
had two main doses, low (7.5 mg/kg for three weeks) and 
high dose (15 mg/kg for three weeks).

Risk of bias

Figure 2 shows the details of the risk of bias assessment 
for all included studies. Randomized sequence generation 
was implemented adequately in 4 studies (11,19,20,24); 
the other 5 studies (8,18,21-23) had an unclear risk of bias. 
In contrast to other meta-analysis of RCT, we studied the 
thromboembolism event of bevacizumab, which was not 
likely to be influenced by the lack of blinding. Therefore, 
despite that we have included some open-label trials, the 
risk of performance bias was still rated as “low”. The overall 
kappa value regarding the evaluation of risk of bias of 
included RCTs was >0.95, indicating an excellent degree of 
agreement between the 2 raters.

Incidence of thromboembolism

We calculated the incidence of thromboembolism. In 
treatment group, the incidence ranged from 0% to 15.15%. 
Based on the data from trials included (with the incidence of 
thromboembolism of 0% had been excluded), the calculated 
overall incidence of thromboembolism was 4.8% [95% 
confidence intervals (CIs): 1.9–7.7%] according to random 
effects model (I2=91.0, P<0.001). In control group, the 
incidence of thromboembolism ranged from 0% to 9.6%. 
The overall incidence in control group was 2.9% (95% CI: 
0.6–5.1%) according to random-effects model. We did the 
same calculation in different dosage groups of bevacizumab. 
At high dosage, the overall incidences of thromboembolism 
in two the arms were 3.9% (95% CI: 1.0–6.7%) in 
treatment group) and 2.7% (95% CI: 0.3–5.0%) in control 
group. At low dosage, the overall incidences were 6.8% 
(95% CI: 2.0–11.6%) in treatment group and 6.5% (95% 
CI: 4.1–8.9%) in control group.

Relative risk of thromboembolism

The events of thromboembolism in each study are 
described as the number of cases in Table 1. We determined 
the risk of thromboembolism according to the OR. The 
results showed no significant heterogeneity among studies, 
so we used fixed-effect model (I2=9.4%, P=0.356). Meta-
analysis showed that the combination of bevacizumab 
with chemotherapy was associated with higher risks of 
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thromboembolism events (OR =1.74; 95% CI: 1.15–2.62; 
P=0.008) (Figure 3).

Subgroup analysis of doses

We studied different doses of bevacizumab (7.5 mg/kg and 
15 mg/kg) to further elucidate the effects in subgroups. 
There were seven trials which studied high doses of 
bevacizumab, with the meta-analysis demonstrating 
that 15 mg/kg bevacizumab may increase the risk of 
thromboembolism (OR =1.81; 95% CI: 1.14–2.86; P=0.012) 
(Figure 4). Only four trials including 846 patients studied 

low doses of bevacizumab. Meta-analysis showed that there 
were no significant differences between cases and controls 
in thromboembolism hazard (OR =1.32; 95% CI: 0.78–2.24; 
P=0.296) (Figure 5).

Sensitive analysis

Considering that a RCTs with a significant weight (19) were 
identified in the meta-analysis, a sensitivity analysis was 
conducted to assess the stability of the results of this meta-
analysis by excluding the study with the greatest weight 
study. The sensitivity analysis indicated that no exclusion 

Figure 2 Summary of risk of bias assessment. (A) The risk of bias graph; (B) risk of bias of included in randomized controlled trials and 
summary of the included studies. +, no bias; −, bias; ?, bias unknown.

Random sequence generation (selection bias) 

Allocation concealment (selection bias) 

Blinding of participants and personnel (performance bias) 

Blinding of outcome assessment (detection bias) 

Incomplete outcome data (attrition bias)

Selective reporting (reporting bias)

Other bias

R
an

do
m

 s
eq

ue
nc

e 
ge

ne
ra

tio
n 

(s
el

ec
tio

n 
bi

as
)

A
llo

ca
tio

n 
co

nc
ea

lm
en

t (
se

le
ct

io
n 

bi
as

)

B
lin

di
ng

 o
f p

ar
tic

ip
an

ts
 a

nd
 p

er
so

nn
el

 (p
et

fo
rm

an
ce

 b
ia

s)
 

B
lin

di
ng

 o
f o

ut
co

m
e 

as
se

ss
m

en
t (

de
te

ct
io

n 
bi

as
) 

In
co

m
pl

et
e 

ou
tc

om
e 

da
ta

 (a
tt

rit
io

n 
bi

as
)

S
el

ec
tiv

e 
re

po
rt

in
g 

(re
po

rt
in

g 
bi

as
)

O
th

er
 b

ia
s

Low risk of bias                Unclear risk of bias          High risk of bias

0%     25%       50%      75%   100%

Alan Sandler 

Caicun Zhou 

David H. Johnson 

Eftimia Boutsikou

Martin Reck 

Ralph G. Zinner

Roy S Herbst

Seiji Niho 

Yu-Mei Zhang

A

B



5015Journal of Thoracic Disease, Vol 10, No 8 August 2018

© Journal of Thoracic Disease. All rights reserved. J Thorac Dis 2018;10(8):5010-5022jtd.amegroups.com

Figure 3 The forest pot and TSA of the odds ratio of bevacizumab-associated thromboembolism events. (A) The forest pot for meta-
analysis of the ORs of bevacizumab-associated thromboembolism events; (B) Z-curve crossed the trial sequential monitoring boundary for 
hazard (red dotted curve) and the required sample size based on TSA (n=3,687), entering the area of hazard (above the upper red line). OR, 
odds ratio; CI, confidence interval; TSA, trial sequence analysis.
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Figure 4 The forest pot and TSA of the odds ratio of high dose bevacizumab associated thromboembolism events. (A) OR of high dose 
bevacizumab associated thromboembolism events; (B) Z-curve did not cross the trial sequential monitoring boundary for hazard (red dotted 
curve) and did not reach the required sample size based on TSA (n=3,007), entering the area of hazard (above the upper red line). OR, odds 
ratio; CI, confidence interval; TSA, trial sequence analysis.
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Figure 5 The forest pot and TSA of the odds ratio of low dose bevacizumab associated thromboembolism events. (A) OR of low dose 
bevacizumab associated thromboembolism’s events; (B) Z-curve did not cross the trial sequential monitoring boundary for hazard (red 
dotted curve) and did not reach the required sample size based on TSA (n=846), either entering the area of hazard (underneath the upper 
red line). OR, odds ratio; CI, confidence interval; TSA, trial sequence analysis.
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changed the ORs qualitatively, suggesting that our results 
were robust. 

Publication bias

No evidence of publication bias was found for the OR of 
thromboembolism in our meta-analysis according to the 
funnel plot (Figure 6), and the Egger’s test (95% CI: −0.21 
to 2.22, P=0.092).

Discussion

B e v a c i z u m a b ,  a n  a n t i b o d y  t h a t  c o n f e r s  d i r e c t 
antiangiogenic effect, has been commonly prescribed as 
an anti-cancer agent in clinical practice. As a hallmark of 
cancer, angiogenesis is essential for tumor development. 
Anti-angiogenesis therapy, which acts on the tumor 
microenvironment, has been an efficient strategy in tumor 
treatment (7). Currently, bevacizumab has been approved 
for use in patients with NSCLC, colorectal cancer, breast 
cancer, brain glioblastoma and renal cancer by the US 
Food and Drug Administration (25). When focusing on 
NSCLC, we found that bevacizumab displayed a substantial 
benefit for these patients when combined with platinum-
based chemotherapy regimen. In two phase III trials among 
patients in developed countries, the ECOG 4599 (8) and 
AVAiL trial (19), the addition of bevacizumab to standard 
first-line chemotherapy significantly improved PFS in 
patients with advanced NSCLC, but only ECOG 4599 
showed a statistically significant benefit on OS compared 
with chemotherapy alone. Consistent treatment benefit 

among patients in Asian countries has also been shown 
in other two randomized clinical trials, BEYOND (24) 
and JO19907 (21). The combination of bevacizumab and 
carboplatin-paclitaxel resulted in a clinically significant 
prolonged PFS in both studies, and there was also a notable 
OS benefit in Chinese patients from the BEYOND trial. 
All these trials have formed the basis of general application 
of bevacizumab for the treatment of advanced NSCLC in 
many countries. 

The recommended doses of bevacizumab approved 
by national authorities are 7.5 and 15 mg/kg given once 
every 3 weeks. Though the effectiveness of bevacizumab 
in advanced NSCLC has been validated, the dose-effect 
relationship has not been proven in vivo and in clinical 
practice (25). In the AVAiL trial (19), the hazard ratio for 
PFS was 0.75 (95% CI: 0.62–0.91, P=0.003) for the low-
dose (7.5 mg/kg) bevacizumab group versus placebo (median 
PFS, 6.7 vs. 6.1 months) and 0.82 (95% CI: 0.68–0.98, 
P=0.03) for the high-dose (15 mg/kg) bevacizumab group 
versus placebo (median PFS, 6.5 vs. 6.1 months). In the 
AVF-0757g trial (11), only patients treated with high-
dose bevacizumab regimen had a significant longer median 
time to progression (P=0.023) versus control group 
(7.4 vs. 4.2 months, respectively). Both two studies lacked 
sufficient power to make a definitive conclusion regarding 
the relationship between the dose and efficacy directly. 
While in the previous meta-analysis (26), including the 
AVAiL and AVF-0757g trials, bevacizumab significantly 
prolonged the OS and PFS when added to platinum-based 
chemotherapy in patients with NSCLC and no significant 
difference between the high and low doses was observed. 

For better application of bevacizumab, physicians should 
determine the safety of different treatment regimens. 
The most common bevacizumab-related AEs are often 
considered as grade 3 or severer forms (i.e., proteinuria, 
hypertension, haemorrhagic events, neutropenia) (13-15,27). 
Consistent with our results, several meta-analyses 
found that bevacizumab therapy was also a risk factor 
of thromboembolism (13,27-29). Thromboembolism, 
including venous thromboembolism (VTE) and arterial 
thromboembolism (ATE), is not a negligible AEs of 
bevacizumab despite of its low incidence. Because ATE 
can be life-threatening and may cause drug-related deaths 
(18,20), such as the grade 5 AEs, so more attention should 
be paid. Nalluri et al. (28) concluded that patients with 
cancer treated with bevacizumab had a significantly increased 
risk for both all-grade and high-grade VTE (RR =1.33, 95% 
CI: 1.13–1.56; P<0.001). On the contrary, in Scappaticci 

Figure 6 Funnel-plot standard error based on the OR for relative 
risk of thromboembolism. OR, odds ratio.
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et al.’s (29) analysis, combination with bevacizumab was 
associated with an increased risk of ATE (HR =2.0, 95% CI: 
1.05–3.75; P=0.031) but not VTE. However, both analyses 
included patients with various types of solid tumors. 
Gadgeel et al. (27) collated the safety data with bevacizumab 
in NSCLC revealing that patients were at risk of VTE but 
without taking the dose effect into account. 

To our knowledge, this is the first study to estimate the 
incidence and risk of thromboembolism associated with 
bevacizumab therapy in patients with NSCLC by taking 
dosage into consideration. Comparing bevacizumab plus 
chemotherapy or erlotinib treatment regimen (experiment 
group) with chemotherapy or erlotinib alone (control 
group), the incidence of thromboembolism, was 4.8% 
(95% CI: 1.9–7.7%), was 2.9% (95% CI: 0.6–5.1%), 
respectively. We found that treatment with bevacizumab 
has a significantly higher risk of thromboembolic events 
(OR =1.74; 95% CI: 1.15–2.62; P=0.008) in patients with 
NSCLC. After analyses, we unexpectedly unraveled the 
different bevacizumab-related risk of thrombosis events 
between two doses. In the low-dose group (7.5 mg/kg  
for three weeks), meta-analysis showed no significant 
difference between cases and controls (OR =1.32; 95% CI: 
0.78–2.24; P=0.296). However, in the high-dose group 
(15 mg/kg for three weeks), bevacizumab significantly 
increased the risk of thromboembolism (OR =1.81; 95% 
CI: 1.14–2.86; P=0.012). The result suggests that there 
may be a dose-toxicity relationship. A same conclusion 
according to the TSA and meta-analysis findings: the risk 
of thromboembolism was statistically significant and had 
a dose-dependent relationship. The pooled result was 
robust for the main study populations, However, subgroup 
result indicated that we still need further studies to confirm 
the dose-dependent effect of bevacizumab on the risk of 
thromboembolism. 

In clinical practice, only European authorities have 
approved the low dose for lung cancer although no phase 
III study or meta-analysis has proved the superiority for 
high dose administration (25). Our findings confirm that 
bevacizumab at low dose may not be harmful to NSCLC 
patients when assessing the thrombosis risk. There is a 
robust evidence suggesting that low-dose bevacizumab 
should be recommended, concerning the use of bevacizumab 
in colorectal, lung and first-line ovarian cancer (25), which 
is consistent with findings from our study.

VTE, the most common thromboembolic event defined 
as deep vein thrombosis, pulmonary embolism, and central 
venous catheter-associated thrombosis, is an important and 

growing public health problem globally. In the US, VTE 
has an annual incidence of 1–2 per 1,000 of the general 
population, corresponding to 300,000–600,000 cases each 
year (30). However, the incidence rate of VTE is higher in 
patients with cancer than in general population and it is the 
second leading cause of death in patients with cancer (31). 
The risk of VTE depends on the types of cancer, with lung 
cancer being at greatest risks (32,33). Furthermore, the 
absolute incidence of VTE in lung cancer was higher than 
the others due to the higher lung cancer prevalence (32). In 
lung cancer patients, risk factors of VTE consist of various 
treatment-, cancer-, and patient-related factors. The risk of 
VTE among cancer patients was four to seven times higher 
than that general population (34). Malignancy is associated 
with thromboembolic events because of increasing blood 
coagulability in patients with cancer (34). Differences of the 
primary site of cancer, tumor stage, and tumor histology 
contribute to different risks of developing VTE. NSCLC 
patients with adenocarcinoma and advanced cancer may 
more frequently develop VTE (32). When administrating 
medical treatment, both specific anti neoplastic agents 
and supportive care agents (particular bevacizumab) may 
have increased the risk (32,35). Lung cancer patients who 
suffer from thromboembolism events have higher mortality 
rates, more economic costs and greater disability upon 
discharge than those without such complications (33).  
Thromboembolism in lung cancer patients is associated 
with substantial adverse outcomes and poor prognosis, 
therefore proper prophylaxis and management are 
urgently needed. On one hand, some biomarkers and 
predictors of thromboembolism have been investigated, 
with D-dimer (32,36) and EGFR mutation being regarded 
as the most promising and reproducible ones, which may 
help to early identify thromboembolism events in clinical 
practice. Furthermore, low-molecular-weight heparins 
(LMWH) and direct oral anticoagulants have been used 
for treatment of the established thromboembolism (35,37). 
Effective prophylaxis and proper treatment of VTE play 
an important role in cancer management for the benefits 
of reducing morbidity and mortality, and improving 
quality of life (38). In patients with lung cancer, LMWH 
is effective and safety for VTE prophylaxis and treatment. 
Farge et al. (37) compared anticoagulant prophylaxis with 
placebo or no intervention in ambulatory patients receiving 
systemic anticancer therapy. They found that LMWH 
significantly reduced the VTE risk by 50.3–53.6% in 
patients with lung cancer (1,926–2,075 cases). Moreover, 
thrombosis in cancer tends to recur and there have been 
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data indicating that LMWH reduces the rate of recurrence 
of VTE (38). In addition, the rate of major bleeding 
increased in patients treated with anticoagulants, though 
there were survival benefits (39). Hence, appropriate risk 
stratification based on patients’ characters and treatment 
strategy is of great importance on the improvement of 
risk-benefit and cost-effectiveness. There are several 
limitations of our study. First, there were only four trials 
which included 846 patients studying the effects of low-
dose bevacizumab. Therefore, we could not detect the risk 
of thromboembolism with sufficient statistical power, which 
may have increased the bias. Second, we did not perform 
subgroup analysis different levels of thromboembolism 
events, because few trials showed clear grading, we could 
not obtain sufficient data for subgroup analysis. Third, 
the incidence of thromboembolism events was low, and 
we have also excluded trials which did not show events 
of thromboembolism, although no publication bias was 
identifies for the OR, the effect sizes of thromboembolism 
risk of bevacizumab might still have been overestimated. Finally, 
high-quality studies published in other languages might not 
have been included, therefore our search may be biased.

Conclusions

Our study suggested that bevacizumab treatment in NSCLC 
patients may predispose to thromboembolism with some 
dose-relevant toxicity effects, and that high dosage may 
confer higher risk of thromboembolism. Therefore, low-dose 
bevacizumab may be preferable for patients with NSCLC, 
who have lower risks of developing thromboembolism 
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