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Comment 1: This is useful initial information for future research on the drivers of 
recurrence. Perhaps since this is preliminary information, the authors might wish to 
use language which is less definitive. For example, in page 2, lines 4-5, 'our research 
established a new predictive model on the bases of immune cell marker genes that can 
effectively predict relapse in TNBC patients.' could be worded differently to allow for 
further confirmatory or supporting data before making such a statement. 
Reply 1: We really appreciate your advice. we have modified our text as advised (see 
Page 2, line 10-12). 

Comment 2: Also, in Page 2, lines 2-3, it is not clear that HRD is the acronym for 
'homologous recombination deficiency'. Perhaps the authors could state that more 
clearly. 
Reply 2: We really appreciate your advice. we have modified our text as advised (see 
Page 2, line 7-8) 

Comment 3: A few minor (not exhaustive, so authors please check) typing errors: 
Page 1, line 26:...This is one component (as opposed to 'one of composition') 
Page 2, line 19:...recurrence may act as as more important part... 
Page 5, line 34:...patients were diagnosed with recurrence (as opposed to underwent 
recurrence) 
Reply 3: We really appreciate your advice. we have modified our text as advised. (see 
Page 1, line 26; Page 2, line 26; Page 5, line 41) 

Comment 4: I noticed that 98% of your patients underwent modified radical 
mastectomy or mastectomy with only 1% of patients having undergone BCS. There is 
data reporting that breast conservation treatment is associated with better survival 
when compared with mastectomy from the year 2007 onwards. (1-3) In women with 
TNBC, there is data to show poorer disease free survival with mastectomy. (4) How 
do the authors justify the disproportionate use of mastectomy and whether this has an 
impact on recurrence? Does the presence of the gene markers that the authors have 
reported supercede these clinical data? 
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Reply 4: We really appreciate your advice. Although some studies have shown that 
breast-conserving surgery (BCS) has a higher overall survival (OS) and breast cancer-
specific survival (BCSS), the proportion of patients with recurrence differs little from 
the data [1, 2] and, moreover, BCS requires a higher requirement for the primary 
tumor site, such as the need for a smaller tumor diameter, the proximity of the cancer 
to the breast periphery, and the need for radiotherapy after BCS. In addition, some 
studies have shown that mastectomy is now more widely used in Asia [3]. Therefore, 
in my opinion, the genetic markers we report are very much in line with the current 
clinical data. 
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