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Founded in July, 2016, the Asia Society of Thoracic 
Surgeons (ASTS) recently gathered numerous experts from 
different international thoracic associations, like American 
Association of Thoracic Surgeons (AATS), Society of 
Thoracic Surgeons (STS), European Association of 
Cardiothoracic Surgeons (EACTS), International Society 
of Minimally Invasive Cardiothoracic Surgery (ISMICS), 
Canadian Association of Thoracic Surgeons (CATS), etc., 
together to have an active and aspiring discussion and 
sharing about the better development of ASTS. During this 
time, the Editorial Office of AME Medical Journal (AMJ) 
seized the opportunity to have an interview with Prof. Colin 
Schieman, representative of the CATS (Figure 1).

As the pre-Education Chair of the CATS, Prof. Schieman 
shared with us some main responsibility of this position (to 
keep the surgeons stay abraced with the newest technology 
and acts as an important link), which is important for the 
ASTS to learn from for the training program. 

Many aspects of developing ASTS have been discussed. 
Concerning the challenges ASTS faced in the future, Prof. 
Schieman thought all were manageable only take time. 
Prof. Schieman also agreed on the idea about organizing an 
official journal for the society but mentioned this should be 
the natural step but not the first step until the society is well 
established. 

Based on the experience of CATS and his own experience 
in surgical education, Prof. Schieman also briefly introduced 
the efficient ways of communication in CATS (newsletter, 
journal and website) and two important components in 
the current surgical education (an access to the novel and 
newest technology and technique, and education standard). 
Moreover, Prof. Schieman as well gave some advices to 
young generation fighting to be a surgeon--keep relevant, 
stay innovative, select the best training and looking forward!

At the end of the interview, given his own experience, Prof. 
Schieman shared with us this way of balancing the heavy 
clinical and academic workload as well as his personal life. 

For more details, why not click the following video 
(Figure 2).

Interview questions:

(I) We know that you had been the Education Chair 
of  CATS (Canadian Association of  Thoracic 
Surgeons), here would you like to share with us the 
main responsibility of this position? What education 
or training program is organized by the CATS to 
improve the surgeons’ skill?

(II) Today’s discussion talked much about the challenges 
ASTS faced, like the language and whether it should 
have an official journal. Here would you like to tell us 
your idea or advice on this? 

(III) There are many departments in one organization or 
society. In your opinion, which way of communication 
among departments will save the time and achieve 
the best effect? Is there a principle or standard for the 
communication among departments in one society? 

(IV) We know that one of your academic interests is 
surgical education. Then with the fast development 
in the thoracic field, what do you think should be the 
focus of surgical education?

(V)  What would be your advice to our young generation 
fighting to be a surgeon?

(VI) You are also member of many other organizations and 
also have the clinical work. Then would you like to 
tell us how do you balance the academic work, clinical 

Meet the Professor

Prof. Colin Schieman: link to the novel technology and technique 
is important 

Received: 03 November 2016; Accepted: 13 November 2016; Published: 25 November 2016.

doi: 10.21037/amj.2016.11.02

View this article at: http://dx.doi.org/10.21037/amj.2016.11.02

Figure 1 Picture with Prof. Schieman.
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responsibility and personal life?

Expert introduction:

Colin Schieman, MD, BSc, FRCSC
Associate Professor, Thoracic Surgery, University of 

Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Chair of Program 
Committee and Chair of Continuing Professional 
Development of Education of Canadian Association of 
Thoracic Surgeons.

Prof. Schieman graduated Medical School at the 
University of Calgary. He then continued at the University 
of Calgary completing his residency in General Surgery, 
and subsequently an additional two-year residency in 
Thoracic Surgery. Prof. Schieman then spent an additional 
year of fellowship training at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester 
Minnesota where he gained further exposure to advanced 
oncologic resections and minimally invasive thoracic 
surgical techniques. 

Prof. Schieman’s clinical work involves all areas of 
thoracic surgery, but his current areas of special interest 
involve minimally invasive surgery for the lung and 
esophagus. His academic interests involve surgical education 
and clinical research involving perioperative complications 
and outcomes. He is the Program Director of the Royal 
College Residency Training Program in Thoracic Surgery 
at McMaster University. He also serves at the Chair of 
Professional Development for the Canadian Association of 
Thoracic Surgeons.

Prof. Schieman is an Assistant Professor of Surgery 
at McMaster University, and holds an adjunct clinical 
appointment with the Department of Surgery at the 
University of Toronto.
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Video 1. Prof. Colin Schieman: link to the 
novel technology and technique is important

Colin Schieman, MD, BSc, FRCSC

University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada; 
Chair of Program Committee and Chair of 

Continuing Professional Development of Education 
of Canadian Association of Thoracic Surgeons

Figure 2 Interview with Prof. Schieman (1). 
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