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In 1992, Tasuku Honjo and colleagues discovered the essential role of programmed death-1 (PD-1) in the classical type of 
programmed cell death (apoptosis) (1). The same group later discovered that PD-1 expression was critical for clonal selection 
of T and B lymphocytes and inhibition of immune responses (2). These sentinel findings ultimately led to revolutionary 
advancements in anti-cancer therapy with PD-1/PD-L1 inhibitory antibodies and explosion of clinical trials with regulatory 
approvals seen today (3,4). The discovery of the PD-1 pathway is considered a scientific breakthrough which ultimately 
contributed to saving countless cancer patient lives (5). Due to the impact of the extraordinary research by Professor Honjo, 
in 2018, he received the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. I am delighted and honored to be invited to contribute 
to “Immunotherapy in Lung Cancer” (First Edition). This book represents the culmination of the clinically relevant issues 
surrounding checkpoint inhibition and lung cancer. A panel of international expert authors are represented here and have 
contributed in the production of these seminal articles that concisely and accurately cover the broad topic of lung cancer 
immunotherapy. The content is categorized into immunotherapy and lung cancer, immunotherapy and early stage non-small 
cell lung cancer, immunotherapy and late stage non-small cell lung cancer, two expert consensus statements covering early 
and late stage non-small cell lung cancer, and immunotherapy and small cell lung cancer. I hope that you find the provided 
information to be enjoyable and of high value just as I have, and ultimately gain knowledge built on the vast experience of 
expert colleagues in our field.
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