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Figure S1 Quality of Life Survey as Distributed to Patients with Primary Salivary Gland Malignancies Treated with Surgery and Adjuvant 
Radiotherapy. 
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Table S1 Perceived Health and Treatment Regret for Patients with Primary Salivary Gland Malignancies Treated with Surgery and Adjuvant 
Radiotherapy

Characteristic N=291

Self-reported health (compared to before RT)

Much better 3 (10%)

Somewhat better 3 (10%)

About the same 17 (59%)

Somewhat worse 4 (14%)

Much worse 1 (3.4%)

Unsure 1 (3.4%)

If “somewhat worse” or “much worse”, do you think this is due to RT? 2 (40%)

Treatment regret

Not at all 26 (90%)

A little 3 (10%)

Quite a lot 0

Very much 0
1n(%). RT = Radiation Therapy.
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Characteristic 1 year 3 years 5 years 

Overall 6.0% (2.3%, 15%) 16% (8.8%, 27%) 16% (8.8%, 2%) 
 

% estimates are ‘failure’ (median, years) 

 

Figure S1 Cumulative incidence functions of distant failure for Patients with Primary 

Salivary Gland Malignancies Treated with Surgery and Adjuvant Radiotherapy. 

 

 

 

Table S1 Perceived Health and Treatment Regret for Patients with Primary Salivary Gland 

Malignancies Treated with Surgery and Adjuvant Radiotherapy 

Characteristic N=291 
Self-reported health (compared to before RT)  
   Much better 3 (10%) 
   Somewhat better 3 (10%) 
   About the same 17 (59%) 
   Somewhat worse 4 (14%) 
   Much worse 1 (3.4%) 
   Unsure 1 (3.4%) 
If “somewhat worse” or “much worse”, do you think this is due to RT? 2 (40%) 
Treatment regret  
   Not at all 26 (90%) 

 
Death without 
local failure 
 
Local failure 

Figure S2 Cumulative incidence functions of distant failure for Patients with Primary Salivary Gland Malignancies Treated with Surgery 
and Adjuvant Radiotherapy.
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Table S2 Survey Responses of Patients with Primary Salivary Gland Malignancies Treated with Surgery and Adjuvant Radiotherapy

Variable Response (N=29)

ECOG 0 1 2

26 (90%) 2 (6.9%) 1 (3.4%)

Severe side effects since RT (eg. Hospitalisation,  

hy-perbaric oxygen treatment, further surgery)

Yes

1 (3.4%)

Self-reported health (compared to before RT) Much better Somewhat 

better

About the 

same

Somewhat 

worse

Much worse Unsure

3 (10%) 3 (10%) 17 (59%) 4 (14%) 1 (3.4%) 1 (3.4%)

If worse health, is this due to RT Yes

26 (90%)

Treatment Regret Not at all A little Quite a lot Very much

26 (90%) 3 (10%) 0 0

Global Health Status (EORTC QLQ-30) 50 58.33 66.67 75 83.33 91.67 100

3 (10%) 1 (3.4%) 3 (10%) 1 (3.4%) 8 (28%) 4 (14%) 9 (31%)

EORTC HN-35 Not at all A Little Quite a Bit Very Much

Pain in your mouth? 24 (83%) 3 (10%) 1 (3.4%) 1 (3.4%)

Pain in your jaw? 18 (62%) 9 (31%) 1 (3.4%) 1 (3.4%)

Soreness in your mouth? 18 (62%) 10 (34%) 0 (0%) 1 (3.4%)

Pain in your throat? 27 (93%) 1 (3.4%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

Problems swallowing liquids? 27 (93%) 2 (6.9%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Problems swallowing pureed food? 29 (100%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Problems swallowing solid food? 18 (62%) 11 (38%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Have you choked when swallowing? 25 (86%) 4 (14%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Problems with your teeth? 16 (55%) 4 (14%) 8 (28%) 1 (3.4%)

Problems because of losing some teeth? 21 (72%) 3 (10%) 5 (17%) 0 (0%)

Problems opening your mouth wide? 16 (55%) 4 (14%) 4 (14%) 5 (17%)

Dry mouth? 9 (31%) 10 (34%) 4 (14%) 6 (21%)

Sticky saliva? 18 (62%) 8 (28%) 3 (10%) 0 (0%)

Problems with your sense of smell? 24 (83%) 4 (14%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

Problems with your sense of taste? 19 (66%) 8 (28%) 2 (6.9%) 0 (0%)

Problems with coughing? 24 (83%) 3 (10%) 2 (6.9%) 0 (0%)

Problems with hoarseness? 21 (72%) 7 (24%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

Problems with your appearance? 12 (41%) 14 (48%) 2 (6.9%) 1 (3.4%)

Felt less physically attractive RT? 14 (48%) 11 (38%) 2 (6.9%) 2 (6.9%)

Felt dissatisfied with your body? 18 (62%) 9 (31%) 2 (6.9%) 0 (0%)

Problems eating? 18 (62%) 7 (24%) 4 (14%) 0 (0%)

Problems eating in front of your family? 23 (79%) 6 (21%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Problems eating in front of other people? 23 (79%) 4 (14%) 2 (6.9%) 0 (0%)

Problems enjoying your meals? 22 (76%) 6 (21%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

Problems talking to other people? 25 (86%) 4 (14%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Problems talking on the telephone? 24 (83%) 5 (17%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Problems talking in a noisy environment? 20 (69%) 7 (24%) 2 (6.9%) 0 (0%)

Problems speaking clearly? 22 (76%) 7 (24%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Problems going out in public? 26 (90%) 3 (10%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Felt less interest in sex? 20 (69%) 8 (28%) 0 (0%) 1 (3.4%)

Felt less sexual enjoyment? 21 (72%) 6 (21%) 1 (3.4%) 1 (3.4%)

Problems raising/moving your arm? 26 (90%) 2 (6.9%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

Pain in your shoulder? 20 (69%) 4 (14%) 4 (14%) 1 (3.4%)

Swelling in your neck? 19 (66%) 8 (28%) 1 (3.4%) 1 (3.4%)

Skin problems (e.g. itchy, dry)? 14 (48%) 10 (34%) 4 (14%) 1 (3.4%)

Had a rash? 24 (83%) 5 (17%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Skin changed colour? 22 (76%) 6 (21%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

Worried that your weight is too low? 27 (93%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%) 1 (3.4%)

Worried about the results of examinations and tests? 11 (38%) 12 (41%) 4 (14%) 2 (6.9%)

Worried about your health in the future? 7 (24%) 14 (48%) 5 (17%) 3 (10%)

Problems with wounds healing? 25 (86%) 3 (10%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

Tingling or numbness in your hands or feet? 24 (83%) 4 (14%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

Problems chewing? 18 (62%) 10 (34%) 1 (3.4%) 0 (0%)

AJCC = American Joint Committee on Cancer; ECOG = Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group; RT = Radiation Therapy; EORTC = European Organisation For 

Research And Treatment Of Cancer. 


