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Appendix 1 

Search Strategy

MEDLINE 
1. exp Palliative Care/
2. ((palliative or terminal or hospice) and care).ti.
3. exp Life Support Care/
4. exp Advance Care Planning/
5. exp Resuscitation Orders/
6. exp Withholding Treatment/
7. exp Hospice Care/
8. exp Hospices/
9. exp Terminally Ill/
10. exp terminal care/
11. exp Living Wills/
12. exp Advance Directives/
13. or/1-12
14. (“quality measure” or “quality measures” or “quality criterium” or “quality criteria” or “quality assessment”).mp.
15. exp Quality Indicators, Health Care/
16. ((Quality or performance or satisf*) and (indicator* or criteri* or assess* or measur* or scale or validat*)).ti.
17. 14 or 15 or 16
18. exp Burn Units/
19. exp Coronary Care Units/
20. exp Respiratory Care Units/
21. exp Critical Care/
22. exp Emergency/
23. exp Trauma/
24. ((intensive or critical or acute or emergency or trauma) adj3 care).kw,tw.
25. (ICU or ICUs or SICU or SICUs or CCU or CCUs or ED or ER).kw,tw.
26. (burn? adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).kw,tw.
27. ((cardiac or coronary or heart) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).kw,tw.
28. (respiratory adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).kw,tw.
29. ((surgical or surger*) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).kw,tw.
30. (high dependency adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).kw,tw.
31. ((stepdown or step-down) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).kw,tw.
32. (HDU or HDUs or SDU or SDUs or EDSDU or EDSDUs).kw,tw.
33. or/18-33
34. 13 and 17 and 34
35. (letter or editorial or comment or case reports).pt.
36. 35 not 36

PsycINFO
1. exp Palliative Care/
2. ((palliative or terminal or hospice) and care).ti.
3. exp Life Sustaining Treatment/
4. exp Advance Directives/
5. exp Treatment Withholding/
6. exp Hospice/

Supplementary

800
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805
806
807
808
809
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817
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820
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7. exp Terminally Ill Patients/
8. Terminal care.mp.
9. or/1-8
10. (“quality measure” or “quality measures” or “quality criterium” or “quality criteria” or “quality assessment”).mp.
11. ((Quality or performance or satisf*) and (indicator* or criteri* or assess* or measur* or scale or validat*)).ti.
12. 10 or 11
13. exp Intensive care/
14. exp Trauma/
15. ((intensive or critical or acute or emergency or trauma) adj3 care).ti,ab.
16. (ICU or ICUs or SICU or SICUs or CCU or CCUs or ED or ER).ti,ab.
17. (burn? adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).ti,ab.
18. ((cardiac or coronary or heart) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).ti,ab.
19. (respiratory adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).ti,ab.
20. ((surgical or surger*) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).ti,ab.
21. (high dependency adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).ti,ab.
22. ((stepdown or step-down) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?)).ti,ab.
23. (HDU or HDUs or SDU or SDUs or EDSDU or EDSDUs).ti,ab.
24. or/13-23
25. 9 and 12 and 24
26. (letter or editorial or comment or case reports).pt.
27. 25 not 26

CINAHL
1. MH “Palliative Care” 
2. TI ((palliative or terminal or hospice or end of life) and care)
3. MH “terminal care”
4. MH “life support care”
5. MH “advance care planning”
6. MH “Resuscitation Orders”
7. MH “Hospice Care” 
8. MH “Hospices” 
9. MH “Terminally Ill Patients” 
10. MH “Advance Directives” 
11. MH “Living Wills” 
12. S1 OR S2 OR S3 OR S4 OR S5 OR S6 OR S7 OR S8 OR S9 OR S10 OR S11
13. TI ((Quality or performance or satisf*) and (indicator* or criteri* or assess* or measur* or scale or validat*))
14. TI (“quality measure” or “quality measures” or “quality criterium” or “quality criteria” or “quality assessment”)
15. S13 or S14
16. TI (intensive or critical or acute or emergency or trauma) 
17. TI (ICU or ICUs or SICU or SICUs or CCU or CCUs or ED or ER)
18. TI (burn? adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
19. TI ((cardiac or coronary or heart) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
20. TI (respiratory adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
21. TI ((surgical or surger*) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
22. TI (high dependency adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
23. TI ((stepdown or step-down) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
24. TI (HDU or HDUs or SDU or SDUs or EDSDU or EDSDUs) 
25. S16 or S17 or S18 or S19 or S20 or S21 or S22 or S23 or S24 
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26. S12 AND S15 AND S25
27. PT (letter or editorial or comment or case reports)
28. S26 not S27

Cochrane Library
1. [Palliative Care]
2. [Terminal Care] 
3. [Life Support Care] 
4. [Advance Care Planning] 
5. [Resuscitation Orders] 
6. [Withholding Treatment] 
7. [Hospice Care] 
8. [Hospices]
9. [Terminally Ill] 
10. [Palliative Medicine]  
11. [Advance Directives] 
12. [Living Wills] 
13. #1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7 or #8 or #9 or #10 or #11 or #12
14. “Quality Indicators, Health Care”
15. “Quality Improvement” 
16. “Outcome and Process Assessment”
17. “Quality Assurance, Health Care”
18. “quality measure” 
19. “quality assurance”
20. “quality improvement”
21. “14 or 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20”
22. (intensive or critical or acute or emergency or trauma)
23. (ICU or ICUs or SICU or SICUs or CCU or CCUs or ED or ER)
24. (burn? adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
25. ((cardiac or coronary or heart) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
26. (respiratory adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
27. ((surgical or surger*) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
28. (high dependency adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
29. ((stepdown or step-down) adj3 (unit? or centre? or center?))
30. (HDU or HDUs or SDU or SDUs or EDSDU or EDSDUs)
31. #22 or #23 or #24 or #25 or #26 or #27 or #28 or #29 or #30
32. #13 and #21 and #31
33. PT (letter or editorial or comment or case reports)
34. #32 not #33

Ichushi-web database for Japanese literature (医中誌)
1. (緩和ケア/TH or 緩和ケア/AL)
2. (ターミナルケア/TH or 終末期ケア/AL)
3. (サポーティブケア/AL)
4. (緩和医学/TH or 緩和医療/AL)”
5. (“ターミナルケア”/TH or “End of life care”/AL)
6. (“アドバンスケア計画”/TH or “Advance Care Planning”/AL)
7. (ACP/AL)
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8. (“ホスピスケア”/TH or “Hospice Care”/AL) 
9. (“患者による事前指示”/TH or “Advance Directives”/AL)
10. (“リビングウィル”/TH or “Living Wills”/AL)
11. #1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7 or #8 or #9 or #10 
12. (“品質指標(保健医療)”/TH or “Quality Indicators, Health Care”/AL) 
13. (“品質改善”/TH or “Quality Improvement”/AL)
14. 質評価指標/AL
15. “quality measure”/AL 
16. #12 or #13 or #14 or #15
17. (ICU/TH or ICU/AL) 
18. (救急/TH or 救急/AL) 
19. (クリティカルケア/TH or 集中治療/AL)
20. (HCU/TH or HCU/AL) 
21. (CCU/TH or CCU/AL) 
22. (SICU/TH or SICU/AL)
23. (救命センター/TH or 救命センター/AL)
24. (創傷と損傷/TH or 外傷/AL)
25. #17 or #18 or #19 or #20 or #21 or #22 or #23 or #24
26. #11 and #16 and #25
27. not (PT=Q&A,講義,会議録,座談会,レター,症例検討会,コメント)


