Supplementary

Table S1 Variables compared across time periods showing degree to which data was incomplete

Time period 1 Time period 2 Time period 3
Variable
Valid Missing Valid Missing Valid Missing

Gender 322 0 360 0 430 0
Age 322 0 360 0 428 2
ACE-27 322 0 360 0 429 1
Organ systems with co-morbidity 322 0 359 1 413 17
MUST 300 22 314 46 427 3
BMI 281 41 352 8 427 3
WHO performance status 308 14 343 17 427 3
ASA 295 27 277 93 413 17
Current smoker? 319 3 354 6 428 32
Alcohol 318 4 347 13 427 33
Alcohol excess (>14 units/week) 202 120 336 14 375 55
Diabetes? 322 0 360 0 430 0
Occlusive vascular disease? 322 0 360 0 430 0
Preoperative white cell count 289 33 357 3 429 1
Preoperative haemoglobin concentration 289 33 357 3 429 1
Preoperative platelet count 289 33 357 3 429 1
Preoperative serum albumin 288 24 357 3 427 3
Preoperative serum C-reactive protein 297 25 354 6 411 19
Previous head & neck major surgery 322 0 360 0 430 0
Previous head and neck radiotherapy 322 0 360 0 430 0
Tumour stage (SCC)* 232 8 258 9 331 5
Head and neck site of defect 322 0 360 0 430 0
Duration of procedure 304 18 298 62 403 27
Flap donor site 322 0 360 0 430 0
Tracheostomy 322 0 360 0 415 15
Blood transfusion 273 59 331 29 365 65

*, a total of 843 (76%) patients underwent surgery for squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck. ACE-27, Adult Co-morbidity
Evaluation-27 score; MUST, Malnutrition Universal Screening Tool score; BMI, body mass index; ASA, American Society of Anesthesiology
physical status classification; SCC, squamous cell carcinoma.
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