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Figure S1 Flowchart of study population. HCC, hepatocellular carcinoma.

Screened patients who underwent curative-intent open liver resection 
for HCC from Jan 2002 to Dec 2016 in a multicenter database 

(N=2,453)

Patients included in the present study (N=1,426)

Patients who were alive and without recurrence at 2 years after surgery 
(N=841)

Patients who were alive and without recurrence at their last follow-up 
(N=437)

Excluded (N=1,027)
Recurrent HCC (n=512)
Combined HCC-cholangiocarcinoma (n=74)
Undergoing palliative resection (n=112)
Preoperative anti-tumor treatment (n=144)
Perioperative 30-day mortality (n=52)
Lost to follow-up within 2 years after surgery (n=61)
Missing data on important prognostic variables (n=72)

Early recurrence (including cancer-specific mortality) (N=585)
Intrahepatic (n=357)
Extrahepatic (n=51)
Intrahepatic & extrahepatic (n=146)
Non-cancer-specific mortality within 2 years after surgery (n=31)

Late recurrence (including cancer-specific mortality) (N=404)
Intrahepatic (n=258)
Extrahepatic (n=0)
Intrahepatic & extrahepatic (n=90)
Non-cancer-specific mortality beyond 2 years of surgery (n=56)
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