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Figure S1 Simplified PRISMA flow diagram. ACC, American College of Cardiology; AHA, American Heart Association; EACTS, 
European Association for Cardio-Thoracic Surgery; ESC, European Society of Cardiology; JCS, Japanese Circulation Society.

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Records(n=500) identified 
from: 
    • PubMed 
    • Google Scholar 
Additional sources (n = 20) 
    • International guidelines 
(EACTS, ACC/AHA, ESC, 
JCS) 

Records removed before 
screening: 

Duplicate records (n = 
estimated 100) 
Case reports, editorials, 
letters (n = estimated 200) 
  

Records screened by 
title/abstract 
(n = estimated 300) 
 
Inclusion criteria: 
  • Original research on FET 
technique 
  • Systematic reviews and meta-
analyses 
  • Registry studies (>50 patients) 
  • Clinical guidelines and 
consensus statements 
  • Studies published 1996-2025 

Records excluded after 
title/abstract screen 
(n = estimated 100-150) 
 
Reasons: 
  • Insufficient data on FET 
outcomes 
  • Non-FET aortic procedures 
  • Duplicate patient cohorts 
  • Abstract-only publications 

Full text articles assessed for 
inclusion 
(n = estimated 150-200) 
 
criteria: 
  • High volume FET Centers 
(>50 lifetime cases or >10 cases 
annually) 
  • Contemporary data (2015-
2025) 
  • International/national 
registries 
  • Comparative outcomes 
studies 
 

Reports excluded after 
review 
(n = estimated 50-75) 
 
Reasons: 
  • Insufficient outcome data  
  • Overlapping cohorts 
  • Low-quality methodology  
  • Superseded by updated 
data  

Studies included in narrative 
review 
(n = 161) 
 
 

PRISMA Flow Diagram 

Id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n 
Sc

re
en

in
g 

 
In

cl
ud

ed
 

Supplementary


