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Appendix 1 Search strategies on PubMed and Ovid/Embase

PubMed Strategy: (((appendicitis) OR (acute appendicitis)) OR (appendectomy)) AND ((parasite) OR (parasitic)) Filters: from 1949–2023

Appendicitis "appendical"[All Fields] OR "appendicitis"[MeSH Terms] OR "appendicitis"[All Fields]

Acute appendicitis "appendicitis"[MeSH Terms] OR "appendicitis"[All Fields] OR ("acute"[All Fields] AND "appendicitis"[All Fields]) 
OR "acute appendicitis"[All Fields]
appendectomy: "appendectomy"[MeSH Terms] OR "appendectomy"[All Fields] OR "appendectomies"[All 
Fields] OR "appendicectomies"[All Fields] OR "appendicectomy"[All Fields]

Appendectomy "parasitation"[All Fields] OR "parasite's"[All Fields] OR "parasited"[All Fields] OR "parasites"[MeSH Terms] 
OR "parasites"[All Fields] OR "parasite"[All Fields] OR "parasitical"[All Fields] OR "parasitically"[All Fields] OR 
"parasitics"[All Fields] OR "parasiting"[All Fields] OR "parasitism"[All Fields] OR "parasitisms"[All Fields] OR 
"parasitization"[All Fields] OR "parasitize"[All Fields] OR "parasitized"[All Fields] OR "parasitizes"[All Fields] OR 
"parasitizing"[All Fields] OR "parasitology"[MeSH Terms] OR "parasitology"[All Fields] OR "parasitic"[All Fields] 
OR "parasitology"[Subheading]

Parasitic "parasitation"[All Fields] OR "parasite's"[All Fields] OR "parasited"[All Fields] OR "parasites"[MeSH Terms] 
OR "parasites"[All Fields] OR "parasite"[All Fields] OR "parasitical"[All Fields] OR "parasitically"[All Fields] OR 
"parasitics"[All Fields] OR "parasiting"[All Fields] OR "parasitism"[All Fields] OR "parasitisms"[All Fields] OR 
"parasitization"[All Fields] OR "parasitize"[All Fields] OR "parasitized"[All Fields] OR "parasitizes"[All Fields] OR 
"parasitizing"[All Fields] OR "parasitology"[MeSH Terms] OR "parasitology"[All Fields] OR "parasitic"[All Fields] 
OR "parasitology"[Subheading]

Embase + Ovid search strategy
(parasitic OR parasitic.mp.) AND (appendicitis OR acute appendicitis* OR appendicectomy*)**
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Figure S1 PRISMA exclusion and inclusion flowsheet.

Studies from databases/registers (n=575)
• PubMed (n=330)
• Embase Classic + Embase (Ovid)) (n=245)

References removed (n=66)
• Duplicates identified manually (n=0)
• Duplicates identified by Covidence (n=66) 
• Marked as ineligible by automation tools (n=0)
• Other reasons (n=0)

Studies excluded (n=389)
• Does not meet inclusion criteria or fits with 

exclusion criteria (n=389)

Studies excluded (n=51)
• Wrong setting (n=40)
• Wrong study design (n=11)

Studies not retrieved (n=0)

Included studies ongoing (n=0)
Studies awaiting classification (n=0)

Studies screened (n=511)

Studies assessed for eligibility (n=122)

Studies included in review (n=71)

Studies sought for retrieval (n=122)

References from other sources (n=2)
• Citation searching (n=2)
• Grey literature (n=0)
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