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Standard 1: Funding Disclosure 



Standard 1 – ACEP BAT CPG

 Pg 2.

 Answer: YES



Standard 2: Conflicts of Interest 



Standard 2:

 VERY controversial area of trustworthiness

 CoI’s: financial, academic, other professional, personal, 
etc.

 Should be explicitly managed by panel Chair(s)

 Ideal: Explicit CoI disclosures, voting inclusion/exclusion 
criteria 



Standard 2: ACEP BAT CPG
 Pg 8

 Answer: 3 or 4?  Only comments on industry conflicts, 
not other financial, academic, etc. conflicts 



Standard 3a: GDG Stakeholders



Standard 3a: ACEP BAT CPG

(Nurse)

(Nurse)



Standard 3a: ACEP BAT CPG

 Pg 2

 Answer: YES; most 
clinically relevant 
groups are 
addressed based 
on PICOT questions 
asked 



Standard 3b: Methodology



Standard 3b: ACEP BAT CPG

 Answer:   YES? (Not explicit as role of Methodologist)



Standard 4: Patient/Public Perspectives



Standard 4: Patient/Public Perspectives



Standard 4: ACEP BAT CPG

No Patients/Caregivers?



Standard 4: ACEP BAT CPG

 Pg 2

 Answer: 1 –
Lowest 
adherence?



Standard 5a: Evidence Search



Standard 5a: Evidence Search



Standard 5a: ACEP BAT CPG

 Likely 3-4? – SR/MA methods somewhat limited?  
Electronic databases, English-language only…



Standard 5b: Study Selection



Standard 5b: ACEP BAT CPG

 Evidentiary table of all included studies at end of 
manuscript (pgs 10-17); no PRISMA flow diagram 
describing studies excluded vs those included?

 Maybe 3?



Standard 5c: Evidence Synthesis



Standard 5c: ACEP BAT CPG
 Pg 2

 Description of 2+ 
members reviewing 
the articles, 
strength of 
evidence based on 
6 domains, then 
final grading 
I/II/III/X

 Likely 4-5…



Standard 6: Evidence Quality/Strength



Standard 6: ACEP BAT CPG

**Likely 4-5



Standard 7: Rec Benefits/Harms



Standard 7: ACEP BAT CPG



Standard 7:  ACEP BAT CPG
 Multiple discussions re: diagnostic utility and 

limitations of different imaging modalities for 
evaluating BAT patients (US, CT-contrast) and for 
safe discharge of stable patients with isolated BAT 
and negative findings…

 Likely a higher adherence score – 4 or 5?  

 Depends on the nature of the interventions being 
recommended, and the robustness of the evidence 
/depth of analysis of benefits vs harms…



Standard 8: Evidence to Recs 



Standard 8: 
ACEP BAT CPG

 Pg 2-3

 Likely 4-5?



Standard 8: ACEP BAT CPG

**Appendix B: Strength of 
Evidence



Standard 9: Rating Rec Strength 



Standard 9: 

 Similar writing for Q1-Q4

 Likely 3-4?  Does not specify Level of supporing
evidence (I/II/III/X), or confidence in evidence 
estimate 



Standard 10: Rec Articulation 



Standard 10: ACEP BAT CPG

 “Can, may” is softer language; not as prescriptive 
as “should/should not”

 Likely 3-4?



Standard 11: External Review 



Standard 11: ACEP BAT CPG

 Pg 2

 Not clear if various 
organizations 
participated before 
or after CPG 
development

 NO 
PATIENTS/FAMILY/C
AREGIVERS

 Likely 3-4?



Standard 12: Updating



Standard 12: ACEP BAT CPG

 Pg 2

 Scheduled for revision - Did it happen?!?

 Concept of “Living Guidelines”

 Likely 3-4? Statement of intent, but no pre-planned 
schedule, explicit mechanism for early revisions



Thank You!!
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